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Notice of Intent No. DE-FOA-0003233 

 
Notice of Intent to Issue 

Funding Opportunity Announcement No. DE-FOA-0003209 
 
The Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy (EERE) intends to issue, on behalf of the 
Bioenergy Technologies Office (BETO), a Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) entitled 
“Regional Resource Hubs for Purpose-Grown Energy Crops”. 
 
If issued, this FOA will support the Bioenergy Technologies Office’s research and development 
(R&D) priorities in the area of Renewable Carbon Resources (RCR). The RCR subprogram 
develops science and engineering-based strategies and technologies to cost-effectively 
transform renewable carbon resources into high-quality, environmentally sustainable, 
conversion-ready feedstocks for biofuels and bioproducts. These strategies and technologies 
are designed to improve the efficiency, sustainability, and reliability of feedstock production, 
harvesting or collection, storage, preprocessing, and transportation, and identify the key 
feedstock quality and operational variables for conversion performance. 
 
Developing a domestic supply chain of purpose-grown energy crops is critical to decarbonizing 
the U.S. transportation and industrial sectors and can contribute to decarbonization of adjacent 
sectors of the economy, such as the agricultural and power sector. The Regional Resource Hubs 
for Purpose-Grown Energy Crops FOA will address the U.S. National Blueprint for 
Transportation Decarbonization by funding high-impact R&D focused on mobilizing low carbon 
intensity, purpose-grown energy crops.  These crops will support the Clean Fuels and Products 
Shot™ and contribute to the 2050 sustainable aviation fuel (SAF) production targets of the SAF 
Grand Challenge. In order to verify greenhouse gas benefits and encourage grower adoption 
and deployment, long-term yield and sustainability of production crop varieties need to be 
demonstrated along with the agricultural and silvicultural practices that can provide low carbon 
intensity feedstocks for the production of renewable fuels and products.  
 
The R&D activities to be funded under this FOA will support the government-wide approach to 
the climate crisis by driving the innovation that can lead to the deployment of clean energy 
technologies. This FOA will advance the Biden Administration’s goals to “deliver an equitable, 
clean energy future, and put the United States on a path to achieve net-zero emissions, 
economy-wide, by no later than 2050“1 to the benefit of all Americans. R&D activities funded 
from this FOA will provide the foundations to transform purpose-grown energy crops, including 
both algal and terrestrial crops, into environmentally sustainable, conversion-ready feedstocks.  

 
1 Executive Order 14008, “Tackling the Climate Crisis at Home and Abroad,” January 27, 2021. 

https://www.energy.gov/eere/us-national-blueprint-transportation-decarbonization-joint-strategy-transform-transportation
https://www.energy.gov/eere/us-national-blueprint-transportation-decarbonization-joint-strategy-transform-transportation
https://www.energy.gov/eere/clean-fuels-products-shottm-alternative-sources-carbon-based-products
https://www.energy.gov/eere/clean-fuels-products-shottm-alternative-sources-carbon-based-products
https://www.energy.gov/eere/bioenergy/sustainable-aviation-fuel-grand-challenge
https://www.energy.gov/eere/bioenergy/sustainable-aviation-fuel-grand-challenge
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It is anticipated that the FOA may include the following Area of Interest:  
 
Area of Interest (AOI) 1:  Purpose-Grown Energy Crops  
 
The goal of this AOI will be to demonstrate the long-term yield and sustainability of purpose-
grown energy crops across varied agronomic and geographic landscapes that will accelerate 
feedstock supply chain development through the generation of data for use by analysts, policy 
makers, and industry. Verification and validation of the effectiveness of improved agronomic 
practices on reducing the carbon intensity of biomass resources across multiple regions, 
feedstock types, and growing seasons will also be essential to meet the 85% GHG emission 
reduction goal of the Clean Fuels and Products Shot™ compared to fossil-based sources by 
2035. Feedstocks of interest include, but are not limited to, algae (microalgae, macroalgae, and 
cyanobacteria), herbaceous crops (switchgrass, miscanthus, energy cane, sweet sorghum, and 
high-biomass sorghum), short-rotation woody crops (hybrid poplars and shrub willows), and 
intermediate crops (carinata, pennycress, and camelina). Each application selected from this 
FOA will become a member of the Regional Biomass Resource Hub Initiative that will work 
together with DOE’s established Regional Biomass Resource Hub Initiative Coordinator, Idaho 
National Laboratory (INL), to coordinate experimental plans, report data, and collectively 
achieve the FOA objectives. Selected projects will be mapped to a Regional Biomass Resource 
Hub (RBRH) based on the proposed feedstock(s) and region(s) included in their application.   
 
Please note: Due to INL’s role as Initiative Coordinator and involvement in FOA strategy 
discussions, INL is not eligible to apply for funding as a Prime Recipient under the FOA and may 
not be proposed as a Subrecipient on another entity’s application. Any application that includes 
INL as a Prime Recipient or Subrecipient will be deemed ineligible, non-responsive, and will not 
be further considered.  
 
EERE envisions awarding multiple financial assistance awards in the form of cooperative 
agreements.  The estimated period of performance for each award will be approximately 4-10 
years. 
 
DOE is compiling a Teaming Partner List to facilitate the formation of new project teams for the 
FOA. All entities interested in participating as part of an applicant team can provide their 
contact information for the Teaming Partner List. The list allows organizations to express their 
interest and to explore potential partners.   
 

• Updates to the Teaming Partner List will be available on the EERE eXCHANGE website. 
The Teaming Partner List will be regularly updated to reflect new teaming partners who 
have provided their organization’s teaming partner information.   

https://usdoe.sharepoint.com/sites/RenewableCarbonResourcesRCR/Shared%20Documents/General/FOAs%20and%20CRADA%20Calls/FY24_Resource%20Hubs%20FOA/NOI/Inl.regionalresourcehubs.gov
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• SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS: Any organization that would like to be included on this list 

should submit their information to Teaming Partner List via EERE eXCHANGE.   
 

• DISCLAIMER: By submitting a request to be included on the Teaming Partner List, the 
requesting organization consents to the publication of the above-referenced 
information. By facilitating the Teaming Partner List, DOE is not endorsing, sponsoring, 
or otherwise evaluating the qualifications of the individuals and organizations that are 
self-identifying themselves for placement on this Teaming Partner List.  DOE will not pay 
for the provision of any information, nor will it compensate any applicants or requesting 
organizations for the development of such information. 

 
This Notice is issued so that interested parties are aware of the EERE’s intention to issue this 
FOA in the near term. All of the information contained in this Notice is subject to change. EERE 
will not respond to questions concerning this Notice. Once the FOA has been released, EERE will 
provide an avenue for potential Applicants to submit questions.  
 
EERE plans to issue the FOA in or around January 2024 via the EERE eXCHANGE website 
https://eere-eXCHANGE.energy.gov/. If Applicants wish to receive official notifications and 
information from EERE regarding this FOA, they should register in EERE eXCHANGE. When the 
FOA is released, applications will be accepted only through EERE eXCHANGE. 
 
In anticipation of the FOA being released, Applicants are advised to complete the following 
steps, which are required for application submission: 
 
• Register and create an account in EERE eXCHANGE at https://eere-eXCHANGE.energy.gov. 

This account will allow the user to apply to any open EERE FOAs that are currently in EERE 
eXCHANGE.  
 
To access EERE eXCHANGE, potential applicants will be required to have a Login.gov 
account. As part of the eXCHANGE registration process, new users are directed to create an 
account in Login.gov.  Please note that the email address associated with Login.gov must 
match the email address associated with the eXCHANGE account.  For more information, 
refer to the Exchange Multi-Factor Authentication (MFA) Quick Guide in the Manuals 
section of eXCHANGE.  
 
It is recommended that each organization or business unit, whether acting as a team or a 
single entity, use only one account as the contact point for each submission.  Questions 
related to the registration process and use of the EERE Exchange website should be 
submitted to:  EERE-eXCHANGESupport@hq.doe.gov 

• Register with the System for Award Management (SAM) at https://www.sam.gov. 

https://eere-exchange.energy.gov/
https://eere-exchange.energy.gov/
https://login.gov/
https://login.gov/
https://eere-exchange.energy.gov/Manuals.aspx
https://eere-exchange.energy.gov/Manuals.aspx
mailto:EERE-ExchangeSupport@hq.doe.gov
https://www.sam.gov/
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Designating an Electronic Business Point of Contact (EBiz POC) and obtaining a special 
password called an MPIN are important steps in SAM registration. Please update your SAM 
registration annually. Upon registration, SAM will automatically assign a Unique Entity ID 
(UEI).  

 
NOTE:  Due to the high demand of UEI requests and SAM registrations, entity legal 
business name and address validations are taking longer than expected to 
process.  Entities should start the UEI and SAM registration process as soon as possible.  If 
entities have technical difficulties with the UEI validation or SAM registration process they 
should utilize the HELP feature on SAM.gov.  SAM.gov will work entity service tickets in the 
order in which they are received and asks that entities not create multiple service tickets for 
the same request or technical issue.  Additional entity validation resources can be found 
here: GSAFSD Tier 0 Knowledge Base - Validating your Entity. 

• Register in FedConnect at https://www.fedconnect.net/.  To create an organization 
account, your organization’s SAM MPIN is required.   For more information about the SAM 
MPIN or other registration requirements, review the FedConnect Ready, Set, Go! Guide at 
https://www.fedconnect.net/FedConnect/Marketing/Documents/FedConnect_Ready_Set_
Go.pdf 

• Register in Grants.gov to receive automatic updates when Amendments to a FOA are 
posted.  However, please note that applications will not be accepted through 
Grants.gov.  http://www.grants.gov/.  All applications must be submitted through EERE 
eXCHANGE. 

 
 

https://www.fsd.gov/gsafsd_sp?id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0058422&sys_kb_id=1b5f22581b2115102fe5ed7ae54bcb4e&spa=1
https://www.fedconnect.net/
https://www.fedconnect.net/FedConnect/Marketing/Documents/FedConnect_Ready_Set_Go.pdf
https://www.fedconnect.net/FedConnect/Marketing/Documents/FedConnect_Ready_Set_Go.pdf
http://www.grants.gov/

